
Funerals and Burial Guidelines

St. Joseph, St. Matthew, St. Teresa

The Christian funeral is a liturgical celebration of the Church. The ministry of the Church in this 
instance aims at expressing efficacious communion with the deceased, at the participation in that 
communion of the community gathered for the funeral, and at the proclamation of eternal life to 
the community. CCC 1684

Process:

When a family member has died, please contact the parish 507-524- 3127 as soon as possible.  
The Tri-Parish and Father Vogel will work with the funeral director and your family to plan 
the funeral liturgy and other details.

Contact a local Funeral Home:

When a loved one dies, it may be difficult to make decisions right away; the funeral home will 
help you with the Funeral preparation.

Music:

In her wisdom the Church says: “Music is integral to the funeral rites, it allows the community to 
express convictions and feelings that words alone fail to convey.” (Order of Christian Funerals, 
[OCF] # 30) for this reason, there is much music for the funeral Mass. The sung texts for the 
funeral Mass should be taken from Scripture.

The Vigil:

The vigil or “wake” is a time to remember, to visit, too grieve, and to pray. This is an excellent 
time to play recordings or sing songs of a secular nature that are important to the family or were 
favorites of the loved one, since they can be inappropriate during the actual funeral Mass.  

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p2s2c4a2.htm#1684


Cremation

"The Christian faithful, in the present of the body of one who has died, are confronted with the 
mystery of life and death. The body, even in death, calls to mind a personal story of faith, loving 
family bonds, friendships, caring words and deeds of kindness offered by the one who has died. 
This same body, washed in the waters of Baptism, anointed with Holy Oils and fed with Bread of 
Life is recognized by the Church as a Temple of the Holy Spirit, destined for resurrection and 
meant for glory. The Catholic Church urges that the body be present for funeral rites since this 
give better expression to the truths that the Church affirms" (Order of Christian Funerals).

Cremation is allowed, but not the preference in the Catholic Church. Preferably the cremation 
should take place after the Mass of Christian Burial; as it is preference to have the body of the 
deceased at the Mass.

The following regulations for Catholic disposition and burial of cremated remains are to be 
followed:

• The proper respect given to the body of the deceased is likewise to be accorded to the 
cremated remains, both in handling and in final disposition of cremated remains.

• Where cremation is chosen, cremated remains are to be placed in a mausoleum or 
columbarium or in ground that is blessed specifically to receive the body or cremated 
remains of the faithful.

• It is the desire of the Catholic Church that utmost respect be accorded to both the bodies 
and cremated remains of the deceased. Thus the scatterings of ashes or the reserving of 
ashes privately on mantel shelves or even in lockets or other mementos is not in keeping 
with the respect owed to the cremated remains of loved ones. Dividing the cremated 
remains for multiple burial sites or other reasons is not the reverent disposition that the 
Church requires.


